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Hawking once said (with the help of a 
computer-generated voice due to his 
own disability), 

“However difficult life may seem, 
there is always something you can 
do and succeed at. It matters that you 
just, don’t give up.” 

Not only could Robert do things 
that other kids could do, but against 
the odds he broke down all of those 
barriers, and then some. 

His abilities recently were in the 
spotlight on the world stage.

In March 2019, 26-year old Robert 
Moore took off on an airplane from 
JFK Airport from New York to Abu Dhabi for the 
Special Olympics World Games. More than 7,000 
athletes from more than 170 countries competed 
this year in the middle east/north Africa region. 

Top athletes from  Australia, New Zealand, Great 
Britain, Slovakia, Portugal, United States, and 
many other countries gathered together. This was 
just for the Equestrian competitions.

Robert took home three Special Olympic 
Equestrian medals this year.  He earned a Silver 
medal in Dressage, another Silver medal in 
English Working Trails and a Gold medal in 
English Equitation. 

I asked Robert, "Were you familiar with the 
horse that you rode in Abu Dhabi?"

"No, I wasn't," he said, "It was the first time I 
had been on the horse they provided to me as we 
couldn't have our own horses transported there." 

The Divisions:
The Olympic Sport of Dressage:  is the highest 

expression of horse training where horse and 
rider are expected to perform from memory a 
series of predetermined movements (International 
Equestrian Federation)

The Olympic Sport of English Equitation: is 
the art or practice of horse riding or horsemanship; 
also refers to a rider's positions while mounted, 
and encompasses a rider's ability to ride correctly 
and with effective aids. 

The Olympic Sport of English Working Trails: 
is a competitive competition where horse and rider 
navigate a series of obstacles.  

Special Olympics Senior Director Bankole 
Adebanjo commented about Special Olympics 
athletes, "They all have very unique backgrounds. 
We know it is very important for them to discover 
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their inner champion and to be able to be who they 
truly are."

Robert's love for horses began at age 5, after 
his kindergarten teacher had suggested Bakas 
Equestrian Center in Tampa, Florida as a way to 
assist him with the struggles he faced physically 
and verbally.  Bakas Equestrian Center runs a 
Horses for the Handicapped program and is a 
501c3 organization.  Little did anyone know how 
far Robert's unstoppable perseverance and passion 
for horse riding would take him. 

However, the best day of Robert’s life so far 
occurred here at home on April 30, 2019, when 
Robert Moore officially became Robert Arroyo, as 
a result of a final adoption court process.

“It’s truly going to be the greatest thing for me,” 
he said prior to the adoption proceeding. 

As the new college fall semester arrives, Robert 
will continue on with his next dream. He plans to 
attend The University of South Florida, majoring 
in Computer Engineering. 

I asked Robert, “What do you plan on doing 
with that degree?”

He replied, “It would be my first step towards 
being the CEO of Apple."

It may sound crazy, but as Steve Jobs, himself, 
once said, 

“The people who are crazy enough to think 
they can change the world, are the ones who do.”

Robert is a member of Council 6800  
St. Anthony the Abbot.

The community blood drive 
sponsored by Father Eamonn 
Gill Knights of Columbus 

Council 13018 on March 3, 2019 at the 
campus of St Brendan The Navigator 
Catholic Church in Ormond Beach, 
FL was a resounding success with 
the staff of the OneBlood Big Red 
Bus collecting 16 units of blood in 
just 4 hours.  The volunteer donors 
were provided with free passes to 
the monthly Knights of Columbus 
pancake breakfast in appreciation for 
their generosity.

Pictured with the Big Red Bus 
while taking a break from their kitchen 
duties are the following Knights: 
Kneeling l to r: Dave Thomas, Tom 
Angers

Standing l to r: Steve Stapleton, 
Camillo Borruso, Jim Minicozzi, 
Grand Knight Chris Hill, Skip Florio, 
Jim Corideo

Council Blood Drive Successful
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A Silver Rose, in honor of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, is on a journey throughout 
the state, sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus Councils and Districts in 

Florida. 
The Silver Rose journey begins each year in 

March and ends on Dec. 12, the feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe.  During that time, Silver Roses 
travel throughout North America, with some 
beginning in Canada and ending in Mexico. 

The Silver Rose program began in 1960 when 
the first rose – a live one – was blessed by Bishop 
John C. Cody in London, Ontario, traveling 
to New York and Texas where it was taken to 
Laredo and then across the border into Mexico 
where Columbian Squires ran it across Mexico, 
ending at the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in Monterrey on Dec. 12.  To better ensure future 
annual trips, a silver rose was made. 

Today, because of the popularity of the program 
throughout North America, eight silver roses travel 
unique routes.  The rose arriving from Georgia 
will first stop is in Jacksonville on June 4. The 
scheduled journey is as follows: 

•	 June 4 - St. Patrick’s Catholic School,  
Jacksonville 

•	 June 5 - Resurrection Parish, Jacksonville 
•	 June 6 - Prince of Peace Parish, Ormond 

Beach 
•	 June 7 – St. Brendan’s Church,  Ormond 

Beach 
•	 June 8 – Incarnation Parish, Orlando
•	 June 15 – Holy Name of Jesus, West Palm 

Beach
•	 June 18 – Immaculate Conception Church, 

Hialeah
•	 June 21 – St. John Neumann Church, 

Miami
•	 June 22 – Santa Catalina De Siena, Miami
•	 June 23-27 – St. Agnes Church, Naples
•	 June 28 – St. Faustina, Clermont
•	 June 29 – Light of Christ, Clearwater
•	 June 30 – St. Catherine of Siena, Clearwater

•	 July 1 – St. Matthew, Largo
•	 July 2 – St. Francis of Assisi, Seffner 

(morning Mass)
•	 July 2 – Sacred Heart Parish, Pinellas Park 

(evening)
Additional dates and locations will be scheduled 

and publicized at a later date. 
Click on Silver Rose to see pictures as it travels 

across the State.

Florida Knights Sponsor Silver Rose

https://photos.app.goo.gl/avENZKgXZ8XeFgGa6
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All Councils receiving awards at the 2019 
Florida State Council Convention are Councils 
that complied with the Supreme Council’s 
requirement that they be Safe Environment 
Compliant.

These Awards are for the period of April 1, 
2018 to March 31, 2019.

2018-2019 FAITH ACTIVITIES AWARDS

DIVISION 1
First Place:	 St. Claude de la Colombiere 
Council No. 16929 Michael R. Trumbull, Grand 
Knight
Second Place: 	Resurrection Council No. 17161 
Stephen R. Bell, Grand Knight
Third Place:	 St. Marys Council No. 11878 
Leland P. Ogren, Grand Knight

DIVISION 2
First Place:	 San Patricio Council No. 13654
Gustavo T. Navarro, Grand Knight
Second Place: 	Obispo Enrique San Pedro, SJ 
Council No. 15224 Omar A. Diaz, Grand Knight
Third Place:	 San Marcelino Champagnat 
Council No. 10055 Carlos D. Coton, Grand 
Knight

DIVISION 3
First Place:	 Saints Cosmas and Damian 
Council No. 13341 Larry Simmons, Grand 
Knight
Second Place: 	Saint Johns River Council No. 
10850 Danny R. Scott, Grand Knight
Third Place:	 John F. Kennedy Memorial 
Council No. 5635 Daniel R. Kilbride, Grand 
Knight

2018-2019 VOCATIONS SUPPORT 
AWARDS

DIVISION 1 - NO AWARDS 

DIVISION 2
First Place:	 San Patricio Council No. 13654
Gustavo T. Navarro, Grand Knight
 
Second Place: 	Incarnation Council No. 15332
Dale A. Haas, Grand Knight
Third Place:	 San Marcelino Champagnat 
Council No. 10055 Carlos D. Coton, Grand 
Knight

DIVISION 3

Third Place:	 Our Lady Queen of the Apostles 
Council No. 12376
Mario T. Garcia, Jr., Grand Knight
Second Place: 	Saint Joseph Council No. 2505
Stan Saisa, Grand Knight
First Place:	 Saints Cosmas and Damian 
Council No. 13341
Larry Simmons, Grand Knight

2018- 2019 BIBLE PLACEMENT

First Place: Barney Gonyea Council 7109		
- 311 Bibles - John D. Cathcart, Grand Knight

Second Place	 San Juan Diego Council No. 
14975	 - 70 Bibles - Esteban Verdugo-Roblero, 
Grand Knight

Third Place	 Our Lady of the Lakes Council 
No. 5150 - 65 Bibles - Gerard T. Brady, II, Grand 
Knight

2018-2019 Altar Server of the Year (13-18 
Year Old)

Archdiocese of Miami - Sean Steven Coton		
San Marcelino Champagnat Council No. 10055
Carlos D. Coton, Gran Knight
Diocese of Orlando - Anthony Rosas			 
St. Thomas Å. Beckett Council No. 16236	
Michael A. Coleman, Grand Knight

State Convention Awards
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Diocese of Palm Beach - Dylan Francisco		
Saint Vincent Ferrer Council No. 13996		
Todd W. Gallo, Grand Knight

Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee - Destyni 
Weiss	 Our Lady of Victory Council No. 7968	
Harry E. Le Boeuf, Jr., Grand Knight
Diocese of St. Petersburg
Nathaniel Hart	 Saint Stephen Council No. 14084
Guillermo A. Bambach, Grand Knight
Diocese of Venice - Vincent Gulbrandsen		
Saints Cosmas and Damian Council No. 13341
Larry Simmons, Grand Knight

2018-2019 Altar Server of the Year (7-12 
Year Old)

Archdiocese of Miami  - Hanna Sofia Torres		
San Juan Bautista Council 10663
Rafael J. Paz, Grand Knight
Gabriel Antonio Ferrer Jovel	  
San Patricio Council 13654
Gustavo T. Navarro, Grand Knight
Diocese of Orlando - Kendal Carson			 
Our Lady of Hope Council No. 8086
James Waggoner, Grand Knight
Diocese of Palm Beach - Gabriella Lu		
Saint Vincent Ferrer Council 13996			 
Todd W. Gallo, Grand Knight
Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee
Emma DeBellis				  
Father Thomas Lorigan Council 7027
Cesar M. Mascardo, Grand Knight
Diocese of St. Petersburg - Natalie Ha	  
St. Claude de la Colombiere Council 16929		
Michael R. Trumbull, Grand Knight

2018-2019 FAMILY ACTIVITIES AWARDS

DIVISION 1
First Place:	 Resurrection Council No. 15675
David A. Morone, Grand Knight
Second Place: 	St. Thomas A. Becket Council No. 
16236 - Michael A. Coleman, Grand Knight

Third Place:	 St. Claude de la Colombiere 
Council No. 16929
Michael R. Trumbull, Grand Knight

DIVISION 2
First Place:	 San Patricio Council No. 13654 
Gustavo T. Navarro, Grand Knight
Second Place: 	Obispo Enrique San Pedro, SJ 
Council No. 15224
Omar A. Diaz, Grand Knight
Third Place:	 Saint Peter Council No. 13139
	 John P. Placko, Grand Knight

DIVISION 3
First Place:	 Saint Joseph Council No. 2505
Stan Saisa, Grand Knight
Second Place: 	Monsignor Martin B. Power 
Council No. 14573
Gerald F. Grillo, Grand Knight
Third Place:	 Monsignor Bishop Council No. 
2112 - Wiley Boland, Grand Knight

2018-2019 COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
AWARDS

DIVISION 1
First Place:	 St. Claude de la Colombiere 
Council No. 16929 - Michael R. Trumbull, Grand 
Knight
Second Place: 	St Marys Council No. 11878
Leland P. Ogren, Grand Knight
Third Place:	 St. Thomas Å. Beckett Council 
No. 16236 - Michael A. Coleman, Grand Knight

DIVISION 2
First Place:	 San Patricio Council No. 13654
Gustavo T. Navarro, Grand Knight
Second Place: 	Obispo Enrique San Pedro, SJ 
Council No. 15224 - Omar A. Diaz, Grand 
Knight
Third Place:	 Incarnation Council No. 15332
Dale A. Haas, Grand Knight
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DIVISION 3
First Place:	 Our Lady of Hope Council No. 
8086 - James Waggoner, Grand Knight
Second Place: 	Saints Cosmas and Damian 
Council No. 13341  
Larry Simmons, Grand Knight
Third Place:	 Monsignor Martin B. Power No. 
14573 - Gerald F. Grillo, Grand Knight

2018-2019 Keep Christ in Christmas  
Promotion

First Place: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Council  
No. 13300 - Mario Acevedo, Grand Knight
Don Schlueter, KCIC Chairman

Second Place: 	St. Agnes Council No. 14202
John Lanham, Grand Knight 
Walter Howell, KCIC Chairman

2018-2019 LIFE ACTIVITIES AWARDS

DIVISION 1	
First Place:St. Thomas A. Beckett Council No. 
16236 - Michael A. Coleman, Grand Knight

Second Place:	 St. Claude de la Colombiere 
Council No. 16929 - Michael R. Trumbull, Grand 
Knight

Third Place:	 Resurrection Council No. 17161
Stephen R. Bell, Grand Knight

DIVISION 2

First Place:	 Incarnation Council No. 15332
Dale A. Haas, Grand Knight

Second Place: 	San Marcelino Champagnat 
Council No. 10055,
Carlos D. Coton, Grand Knight

Third Place:	 San Patricio Council No. 13654
Gustavo T. Navarro, Grand Knight

DIVISION 3
First Place:	 Saints Cosmas and Damian 
Council No. 13341
Larry Simmons, Grand Knight

Second Place: 	Fort Lauderdale Council No. 3080
Austin E. Scott, Grand Knight

Third Place:	 Our Lady of Hope Council No. 
8086 - James Waggoner, Grand Knight

2018-2019 ULTRASOUND INITIATIVE 
AWARDS

Bronze Sponsors – donors of $2,500.00 or more 
to an Ultrasound Project

•	 St. Thomas Moore Council No. 7826, 
Jonnie Turner, Grand Knight
•	 St. Patrick Council No. 13307, William 
Renn, Grand Knight
•	 Saints Cosmas and Damian Council No. 
13341, Larry Simmons, Grand Knight

Silver Sponsors - Councils whose name was 
included in the Application for the Supreme 
Council Matching Fund Initiative

•	 Father Downey Council 4934, George 
Seney, Grand Knight
•	 Father Richard Lyons Council No. 5357, 
Leonard Breehl, Grand Knight
•	 Notre Dame Council No. 10514, Anthony 
Gasparino, Grand Knight
•	 Saint Mary of the Grove Council No. 
11136, Cal Leferink, Grand Knight
•	 Holy Family of Dr. Phillips Council No. 
11488, James Ball, Grand Knight
•	 Annunciation Council No. 12761, Dennis 
Franko, Grand Knight
•	 St. Thomas A. Beckett Council No. 
16236, Michael A. Coleman, Grand Knight
Platinum Sponsors - Platinum Ultrasound 
Council is one that is the Host Council for the 
Ultrasound Application
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•	 Fort Lauderdale Council No. 3080, Austin 
Scott, Grand Knight

•	 Our Lady of Victory Council No. 3358, 
Michael Deering, Grand Knight

•	 Bishop Thomas J. Grady Council No. 
5618, Mark Lawrence, Grand Knight 

•	 Father Felix Ullrich Council No. 5869, 
Jorge Caban, Grand Knight

•	 Our Lady of Hope Council No. 8086, 
James Wagoner, Grand Knight

•	 Saint Timothy Council No. 10034, Gerard 
Morneau, Grand Knight

•	 St. Mary of the Grove Council 11138, Cal 
Leferink, Grand Knight

•	 Our Lady Queen of the Apostles Council 
12376, Alan Bottorff, Grand Knight

•	 Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Council 13300, 
Mario Acevedo, Grand Knight

2018-2019 PUBLICITY ACTIVITIES 
AWARDS

First Place: No Applications were judged to be 
qualified enough to earn an award.

DIVISION 2

First Place: San Patricio Council No. 13654
Gustavo T. Navarro, Grand Knight

Second Place: 	Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Council No. 15821
Bruce A. Crisman, Grand Knight

DIVISION 3

First Place: Our Lady of Hope Council No. 8086
James Waggoner, Grand Knight

Second Place: 	Saint Joseph Council No. 2505
Stan Saisa, Grand Knight 

Third Place: Monsignor Bishop Council No. 
2112
Wiley Boland, Grand Knight

2018-2019 NEWSLETTER AWARDS
DIVISION 1
No Applications were judged to be qualified 
enough to earn an award or did not provide 
copies of the required newsletters.

DIVISION 2
First Place: Our Lady of Mount Carmel Council 
No. 15821
Bruce A. Crisman, Grand Knight

No other Applications were judged to be qualified 
enough to earn an award or did not provide 
copies of the required newsletters.

DIVISION 3
First Place: St. Stephen Council No. 14084
Guillermo A. Bambach, Grand Knight 

Second Place: 	St. Cloud Kissimmee Council No. 
6624
Harry J. Rother, Grand Knight

Third Place:	 Monsignor Martin B. Power 
Council No. 14573
Gerald F. Grillo, Grand Knight

2018-2019 State Council Service Pro-
grams Competition

The Councils are judged on a single Service 
Program Activity, Activities cannot be annual 
events or repeat programs. The First Place 
winners will be submitted by the Florida State 
Council for the International Competition.

FAITH
First Place: John F. Kennedy Memorial Council 
No. 5635 - Daniel R. Kilbride, Grand Knight 

First Annual Totally Yours Festival 2019 – The 
Eucharist

The JFK Memorial Council #5635 is part of 
the St. Petersburg Diocese in Florida, which 
consecrated itself to the Immaculate Heart of 
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Mary on May 6, 2018. The knights were inspired 
by the Holy Spirit upon this consecration to 
create a lasting legacy of Marian devotion in 
response.

Second Place: 	Resurrection Council No. 17161
Stephen R. Bell, Grand Knight

A Day for Men and a Day for Women - This is 
an annual, free, event during Lent, that gathers 
Christian men and women for a day of themed 
talks to help bolster our faith and keep feeding 
our soul. 

Third Place: 	 Saint Thomas A. Beckett Council 
No. 16236
Michael A. Coleman, Grand Knight

Holy Hour of Adoration and Reparation on 
Ember Friday After Holy Cross Day. 

FAMILY
First Place: Fr Howard J. Lesch Council No. 
7667 - Paul M. Robert, Grand Knight 

Sponsoring a "Keep Christ in Christmas" themed 
Catholic youth Poster Contest and community 
billboard.  The create awareness of the true 
meaning and spirit of Christmas with a Catholic 
youth Poster Contest and an electronic billboard 
for viewing by all residents in the City of 
Niceville, Florida.

Second Place: 	St. Scholastica Council No. 14485
James K. Fitzsimmons, Grand Knight

Conduct a brown bag food collection program to 
help families in need.  The Knights of Columbus, 
St. Scholastica Council 14485 voted to have a 1 
weekend Brown Bag Food Collection drive to 
collect for Daystar Life Center. 

Third Place: St. Stephen Council No. 14084
Guillermo A. Bambach, Grand Knight

Day at the Rays is an event to get bring together 
our Brother Knights, their families and our 

parish community and enjoy fellowship and fun 
and have some great food to raise money for 
community projects.

COMMUNITY
First Place:  Lady of Hope Council No. 8086
James Waggoner, Grand Knight

Knights Bring Community Together to Honor 
Veterans.  Council 8086 held a military style 
dinner at OLOH Parish Center to honor local 
veterans their families and parishioners for 
their selfless service to our country, community, 
church and Council

Second Place: 	Saints Cosmas and Damian 
Council No. 13341
Larry Simmons, Grand Knight

Habitat for Humanity Faith Build Home 
Initiative to build a single-family affordable 
home in Manatee County with coalition of faith 
communities serving God.

Third Place: 	 Monsignor Bishop Council No. 
2112 - Wiley Boland, Grand Knight 

Provide food for the hungry in the four parishes 
served by Council 2112. Including daily 
Publix food collection and distribution, weekly 
collection of food by Bingo operation, and 
monthly support for mobile Free Food Pantry.

LIFE
First Place: Saints Cosmas and Damian Council 
No. 13341 - Larry Simmons, Grand Knight

Purchase a Mobile Medical Clinic (Van) for 
the Community Pregnancy Clinic to help serve 
the indigent and college environments of the 
Northern Region of the Diocese of Venice.
 
Second Place: 	Father Thomas Lorigan Council 
No. 7027 - Cesar M Mascardo, Grand Knight

Trying to raise money in effort to help them with 
the new building that the Pregnant Resource 
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Center has just move in. With the effort of the 
Church and our local Knights of Columbus. The 
church donated $10,000 and we match it with 
$10,000. Total donation was $20,000 toward the 
new Pregnant Resource Center.

Third Place: Our Lady of Hope Council No. 8086
James Waggoner, Grand Knight 

This Council conducts a Duck Derby which 
consisted of selling plastic ducks starting in 
March and culminating in October. This is done 
in conjunction with The City of Port Orange and 
New Smyrna Beach.

2018-2019 KNIGHT OF THE YEAR

Brother Matthew French 	  
Father Howard J. Lesch Council No. 7667
Paul Robert Grand Knight
	

2018-2019 FAMILY OF THE YEAR

James Patrick and Rosemary Coon	  
Saints Cosmas and Damian Council 13341, 
Larry Simmons, Grand Knight

The family of the Year winners will be submitted 
for the International Family of the Year 
Competition.

2018-2019 COUNCILS OF THE YEAR

Councils earning the “COUNCIL OF THE 
YEAR AWARD” must excel in their service 
programs, membership and insurance growth and 
their charitable giving to State Projects (Helping 
Life, Vocations Fund, Special Olympics, 
Campaign for Citizens with Disabilities, etc.).

Division 1	 St. Thomas A. Becket Council No. 
16236
Orlando, Florida
Michael A. Coleman, Grand Knight

Division 2	 San Patricio Council 13654
Miami Beach, Florida
Gustavo T. Navarro, Grand Knight

Division 3 	 Monsignor Martin B. Power 
Council 14573
Melbourne, Florida
Gerald F. Grillo, Grand Knight

FY 2019 Raffle Winners    
Name Prize $ Solicitor Amount 

Jack Rodman $   25,000 Jack Rodman $     1,000 
Gordon Ormerod $   10,000 Gordon Ormerod $        750 
Juan G. Jasso $     5,000 Juan G. Jasso $        500 
Julie Szucsik $     1,000 Tom Kasulke $        100 
Steven Pezzino $     1,000 Steven Pezzino $        100 
Joseph Rzepka Jr. $     1,000 Joseph Rzepka Jr. $        100 
Keith Crowder $     1,000 Chris Perry $        100 
Nigel Stroude $     1,000 Winston Stroude $        100 

 

   The State Council we sold  $168,366 in tickets for which $84,183 went back to the Councils. There 
were 240 Councils that participated with an average of $350 to each Council.  

Raffle Winners



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus	 23

INVOCATION

From Around The State
Knights In Action

 The “Knights in Action” columns published 
in the May and June editions of the print version 
of Supreme’s Columbia magazine contained 
a combined total of seven brief stories about 
outstanding initiatives of Florida Knights of 
Columbus councils. Cited in the May issue were:

Bishop Kenny Council 1951 in Jacksonville 
— teamed up with Assumption Catholic Church’s 
Women’s Club and other local groups to provide 
Easter baskets for every child in foster care in the 
area. A total of 1,900 baskets were distributed;

Miami Council 1726 in Miami — teamed up 
with students and staff from Christopher Columbus 
High School and neighboring schools to sponsor 
the fifth annual Catholic Relief Services Helping 
Hands event under which 32,000 meals were 
packaged and shipped to poor people in Burkina 
Faso in West Africa;

Several Councils in Florida District 11 
— provided volunteers for Dream Night at 
Jacksonville Zoo, an annual event that gives 
children with special health care needs and their 
families an opportunity to enjoy fun activities at 
the zoo;

Father Howard J. Leach Council 7667 and Christ 
Our Redeemer Council 13527 both in Niceville 
— members journeyed more than 100 miles to 
Marianna to provide a barbecue picnic lunch for 
residents and staff at the Sunland Center, a facility 
serving people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. These councils have been doing this 
for 30 years, and as a result, earned the Knights 
of Columbus recognition from the Florida Agency 
for Persons with Disabilities as its 2018 Volunteer 
Association of the year;

San Damiano Assembly 3192 in Lakewood 
Ranch — hosted a military patriotic ball for 
veterans and current military, including chaplains. 
The guest of honor was Monsignor Joseph A. 
Ferraro, who was ordained in 1967 and enjoyed a 
long and distinguished career as a military chaplain 
in Vietnam, Japan, Italy and many locations in the 
United States.

If you check the June issue of Columbia, you 
will see brief stories about these two councils in the 
“Knights in Action” column:

St. Paul Council 15132 in Jacksonville — helped 
restore a 100-year-old building housing St. Paul 
Catholic School in Riverside by painting stairwells 
and draining floodwater from the basement. The 
council also prepared school lunches and donated 
scholarships;

St. Andrew-Father Christopher Gaynor 
Assembly 2115 in Cape Coral — participated in the 
presentation of colors and honoring fallen veterans 
at Coral Ridge Cemetery on Memorial Day;

To learn more about what these and other 
councils around the world are doing to help people, 
read the May and June issues of Columbia from 
cover to cover.

28 Food Handlers Certified 
St. Joseph Council 7408 recently completed 

three Food Handler Training Courses for 19 men 
and nine women who prepare food in the kitchen 
of the K of C hall and/or the kitchen at St. Joseph 
Church.

“Lately, the newspapers have been listing the 
results of restaurants failing health inspections. 
It is nice to know that we have people trained in 
the proper preparation and serving of food,” said 
Grand Knight Brian Volman, who praised Sir 
Knight James Krempasky and Certified Food 
Manager Shirley Hollink for offering the three 
training courses.

During a typical year, the folks who earned 
certification prepare a wide variety of meals on 
a regular basis in the K of C hall kitchen.  They 
also use their culinary skills to prepare pancake 
breakfasts and spaghetti dinners in the church 
kitchen.

The Grand Knight said the council kitchen 
gets inspected four times a year by the Brevard 
County Health Department, adding that over the 
past two years, eight inspections have yielded zero 
violations.
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Council 6125 Helps Coastal Laps for Life
Father Charles Spellman Council 6125 is 

proud of the role it played in helping Coastal 
Laps for Life meet its goal of raising more than 
$20,000.00 to equip the Alpha Women’s Center 
with an ultrasound machine.

Under the leadership of Brother Gil Jasso, 
Council 6125 collected $2,185.00.  In addition to 
leading the council’s participation in Coastal Laps 
for Life, Brother Gil walked in the event along 
with his wife, Ann, and Mike and Pat Yarnold.

Brother Jasso extended his thanks to all 
members of the council who contributed to the 
event’s success “though their generous donation 
of time and/or financial support, as well as 
prayers.”

Council 6624 Adopts A Voting Precinct
As a gesture of community good will,   

St. Cloud Kissimmee Council 6624 is making its 
hall available to the Osceola County Supervisor 
of Elections as a polling place for local elections.

Individual knights are also answering the call 
to serve the local community by volunteering 
their time and talents as poll workers under what 
is known as the Adopt a Precinct project.

While Adopt a Precinct gives the council an 
opportunity to become involved in the community, 
it also is a fund raiser. So far, the program has 
enabled the council to donate more than $1,000 to 
worthy charities including RSVP and a homeless 
ministry at Holy Redeemer Catholic Church. 

The council’s involvement in this program is 
vitally important to Osceola County at this time 
due to a critical shortage of polling locations and 
poll workers. 

After Many “Lasts,” New Beginning
After observing many “lasts” in recent months 

in its former Knights of Columbus hall at 2116 
Griffin Road in Leesburg, St. Paul Council 5644 
is launching a “new beginning” in its new quarters 
in the social hall at St. Paul Catholic Church at 
1330 Sunshine Avenue in Leesburg. 

Just a week after convening its final business 

meeting on April 17 in the Griffin Road building 
that served as its home for more than 50 
years, the council conducted a Second-Degree 
Exemplification in its new quarters at the church 
on April 24, followed by its first business meeting 
in that same venue on May 1.  The meeting featured 
the election of a new slate of officers headed by 
Grand Knight Mark Ochalek, succeeding Kelly 
Way who did not seek re-election and is now a 
trustee.

“Now that we have a new home for our 
meetings, we look for-ward to continuing our 
mission.  On Wednesday, April 24 we held our 
first 2nd degree at our new home in the church 
social hall…a great way to start. Now with 
everything in place we are ready to step up next 
year’s programs,” wrote Way in his final Grand 
Knight column published in the May edition of 
the council’s “News & Notes” newsletter.

This “new beginning” as a church-based 
council followed many “lasts” in the old hall, 
starting on February 2 with the final First Sunday 
breakfast.  The council plans to get the First 
Sunday breakfasts back on track after it settles 
into its new home.  The building also was the 
venue for a Sweetheart Social and Polish Dinner 
before being phased out as a K of C hall.

The council conducted its final Social Meeting 
in the old hall on April 3, while its affiliated Lake 
County Fourth Degree Assembly 1675 met there 
for the last time on April 10. 2019

The final Council meeting on April 17 featured 
what some termed the “Last Supper,” with a 
menu consisting of hamburgers, cheeseburgers or 
jumbo hot dogs with chips and any drink for the 
low price of only $5.  That meeting concluded on a 
note of nostalgia with all members present joining 
in the final “closing ode” sung in the old hall. The 
building was purchased from the council’s home 
corporation by the City of Leesburg.	

During April, a group of brothers led by 
Financial Secretary Tom Diemer conducted a 
final inventory of council possessions and moved 
equipment and goods to either a storage unit, the 
new meeting place or the St. Paul Thrift Shop.  
Members who pitched in to help Brother Diemer 
included Kelly Way, Mark Ochalek, Al Banning, 
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Tom Cane, William Cisek, John Daly, Bernard 
Duko, John Gross, Art Kalinski, Bill Leach, Ken 
Lynch, Monte Moon, Richard Nelson, Doug 
Rollins, John Thomas, Walt Young, Vince Zedler 
and Field Agent Kevin Maxwell. 

The very “last” official ceremony conducted 
at the former K of C hall came on April 29 
when the American flag was lowered for the 
final time.  District 23 Deputy John Hailey and 
Mark Ochalek lowered and folded the flag in the 
ceremony which was also attended by Tom and 
Cindy Diemer, Kelly and Sharon Way, Joanne 
Hailey,  John Thomas, Doug Rollins, Bill Leach, 
Kevin Maxwell and Larry Simpkins.  Some of 
the knights participated as members of the Fourth 
Degree Assembly 1675 Color Corps.  

“Special thanks to all the members who came 
forward to help Brother Tom Diemer with the 
inventory and also the members who were there 
to move our "stuff" to storage and the thrift shop. 
With their help, we were able to accomplish the 
complete move in a most efficient way,” Grand 
Knight-elect Mark Ochalek said.

Council 2019 Golf Tourney Benefits Holy 
Redeemer Ministries

Priestly vocations and ministries at Holy 
Redeemer Catholic Church were the main 
beneficiaries of the 2019 Holy Redeemer Golf 
Tournament hosted by St. Cloud Kissimmee 
Council 6624.

This year’s installment of the tournament 
raised a grand total of $5,000.00 for vocations as 
well as the youth ministry and local food pantry at 
Holy Redeemer.  A total of 72 golfers teed off for 
the tourney held on May 11. 

“All golfers enjoyed nice but warm weather, 
tight competition and of course trophies and 
bragging rights at the banquet following the 
tournament,” said Grand Knight Harry Rother.

The Grand Knight thanked the golfers and 
hole sponsors, as well those who donated and 
purchased silent auction items for their generosity.

The Holy Redeemer Golf  Tournament was 
established back in 2009 and has become a major 
fundraiser for the church and its ministries thanks 

to the support it enjoys each year from the Knights 
of Columbus.

Florida State Council – State Organiza-
tional Meeting

July 19 & 20, 2019
1500 Sand Lake Road, Orlando, FL 32809
407.859.1500 | FAX (407) 816-5192

The Organizational Meeting is for all District 
Deputies, Directors, Regional Administrators, 
Chairmen and State level invited staff. 

Your Director should send an invitation to 
make reservations.

All invited personnel should make their own 
reservations through the phone number listed 
above. Note: The room block for Knights of 
Columbus will only be held until June 28, 2019.

You need to make your reservation prior to that 
date in order to assure you have a room and it is 
at the Knights of Columbus rate of $119.00/night.

After that date you will be subject to paying the 
hotels current rate and/or availability of rooms.

ROAST FOR PAST STATE DEPUTY  
DONALD KAHRER

 The Past State Deputy Roast and Dinner will 
take place at the Hotel immediately following the 
Saturday Installation of DD’s Mass.

It is anticipated that this should start at 
approximately 7:00 PM. Dinner is by ticket only.

Tickets are available for $40.00 per person and 
include a very full buffet line.

Cash bar will be available throughout the 
dinner.

Any person requesting to provide a skit or roast 
should submit their ideas to the State Marketing 
Director, Brother George Hayek for review 
(gahayek@bellsouth.net)



INVOCATION - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of the Florida State Council Knights of Columbus	 26

INVOCATION

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL

MISSION STATEMENT
     

Evangelize and proclaim our faith, protect families, and 
perform works of charity.

Through our witness and deeds attract Catholic men to our Order.

Build the Domestic Church through service, support our parishes, clergy, and 
communities.

Incorporate principled fiscal responsibility for charitable giving.

The Florida State Council Pin
By State Deputy Donald Kahrer         

The shape of the pin is a Celtic cross with 
rays of light radiating forth. The cross is 
a symbol of the atonement and reminds 
Christians of God’s love in sacrificing 

His own Son for humanity. It represents Jesus’ 
victory over sin and death, since it is believed that 
through His death and resurrection He conquered 
death itself.  

Colossians 2:15: “When He had disarmed the 
rulers and authorities, He made a public display of 
them, having triumphed over them through Him.”

In particular, the Celtic cross also pays homage 
to the Irish heritage of our founder of Fr. Michael 
J. McGivney, and his parishioners, the founding 
members of the Order. 

The rays of lighting beaming forth from the 
Cross, also remind us that Jesus is “the Light of 
the world”, and it is our call to action, to glorify 
Him, through our actions.  

Our theme “Let Your Light Shine” is taken 
from Mathew 5:14, when Jesus also used that term 
to refer to His disciples:  

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all who are in the house.  

“Let your light shine before men in such a way 
that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.”
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Florida State Council Officers

STATE DEPUTY
Donald Kahrer

cmkdtk1@embarqmail.com

PAST STATE DEPUTY
Don Goolesby 

dgoolesby1@hotmail.com 

STATE SECRETARY
Scott O’Connor

scottaoconnor@gmail.com

ACTING STATE TREASURER
Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com

STATE ADVOCATE
Robert Urrutia

urrutia_25@msn.com

STATE WARDEN
Rick Hughes

rhughes14084@gmail.com

STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
John O'Toole

johnjo2I@aol.com

STATE CHARITIES DIRECTOR
David Austin

austindrtx@gmail.com

STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Lorenzo Rodriguez

lorenzo_rdz@comcast.net

STATE EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATOR
Vinnie Cipriano

vinnie1248@outlook.com

STATE MARKETING DIRECTOR
George Hayek

gahayek@bellsouth.net

PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR
Joe Purka

jwpurka@gmail.com

INVOCATION
INVOCATION newsletter is a monthly publication 

provided to Council leaders as a service of the Florida State 
Council of the Knights of Columbus. As always, we welcome 
feedback from our readers and visitors. Please email S/K Ed 
Sleyzak esleyzak@outlook.com to submit your questions, 
comments, ideas or errors found on this newsletter.

Check out the current issue of Knightline, a monthly 
resource for local KofC leaders. It is designed to help council 
officers plan events and activities, meet quarterly goals for the 
fraternal year and learn about Orderwide news. CLICK HERE 
to download the issue.

COLUMBIA
CLICK HERE to view the online version of COLUMBIA 

Magazine, a publication for the Knights of Columbus.

Introducing Knights of Columbus  
Florida State Council Social Media

Your State Council is now on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 
and You Tube. We need all Brother Knights to participate and 
Let Your Light Shine.

•	 Go to Facebook and “LIKE” the page
•	 Go to Twitter and Instagram and “follow”
•	 #LetYourLightShine @KofcFlorida

https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/leadership-communications/knightline.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/kofcflorida/
https://twitter.com/kofc_fl?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0aref73b_rOdtGJXLgf4TQ
http://kofc.org/un/en/insurance/index.html

